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Item 1. Cover Page 

FORM ADV PART 2A DISCLOSURE BROCHURE 

Certus Wealth Management LLC 

Business 
303 Twin Dolphin Drive 
Suite 600, Office #59 

Redwood City, CA 94065 

Mailing 
1025 Alameda de las Pulgas, Suite 102 

Belmont, CA 94002 

(650) 232-2023 

September 12, 2022 

This Form ADV Part 2A Disclosure Brochure (“Brochure”) provides information about the 
qualifications and business practices of Certus Wealth Management LLC (hereinafter “Certus 
Wealth Management,” the “Firm,” “we,” “us,” “or similar designations). If you have any questions 
about the contents of the Brochure, please contact Certus Wealth Management (CRD 318830) 
at (650) 232-2023.  The information in the Brochure has not been approved or verified by the 
United States Securities and Exchange Commission (“SEC”) or by any state securities authority. 

Additional information about the Firm is available on the SEC's website at 
www.adviserinfo.sec.gov. 

Certus Wealth Management is an investment adviser registering with the state of 
California. 

Registration with the SEC or any state securities authority does not imply any level of skill or 

training. 
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Item 2. Material Changes 

In this Item, Certus Wealth Management is required to discuss any material changes that have 
been made to the Brochure since the last annual amendment. Since the last annual amendment 

filed by Certus Wealth Management, which occurred on February 15, 2022, the following 
material changes have occurred to the Firm: 

 Item 10:  This item has been amended to reflect the fact that Joel Van Hofwegen is no 
longer registered as an investment adviser representative (“IAR”) with MA Private 
Wealth LLC (“MA Private Wealth”), an unaffiliated SEC-registered investment advisor. 
Mr. Van Hofwegen remained registered as an IAR with MA Private Wealth for a short-
term interim period during the launch of Certus Wealth Management. 

 Item 4: This item has been amended to reflect the fact that the principal owner of 
Certus Wealth Management is Joel Van Hofwegen. 

 Certus Wealth Management switched from SEC to state of California registration
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Item 4. Advisory Business 

Description of Certus Wealth Management 

Certus Wealth Management was launched in December 2021 and is principally owned by Joel 

Van Hofwegen. 

Certus Wealth Management offers a variety of advisory services to clients, which include financial 

planning and investment management services. Prior to Certus Wealth Management rendering any 

of the foregoing advisory services, clients are required to enter into one or more written agreements 

with the Firm setting forth the relevant terms and conditions of the advisory relationship (the “Advisory 

Agreement”). 

While this Brochure generally describes the business of Certus Wealth Management, certain 

sections also discuss the activities of its Supervised Persons, which refer to the Firm’s officers, 

partners, directors (or other persons occupying a similar status or performing similar functions), 

employees, and other persons who provide investment advice on the Firm’s behalf and are subject 

to the Firm’s supervision or control.   

Description of Services 

The Firm offers a broad range of financial planning and investment management services as 

described below in more detail. 

Financial Planning and Consulting Services 

Certus Wealth Management offers clients a broad range of financial planning services, which can 

include any or all of the following services: 

 Retirement planning 

 Cash flow planning 

 Trust and estate planning 

 Insurance planning 

 Education planning 

 Risk management 

 Tax planning 

 Charitable giving 

 Distribution planning 

While each of these services is available on a stand-alone basis, certain basic financial planning 

services can be provided in conjunction with investment portfolio management as part of a 

comprehensive wealth management engagement (described in more detail below).  In performing 

these services, Certus Wealth Management is not required to verify any information received from the 

client or from the client’s other professionals (e.g., attorneys, accountants) and is expressly authorized 

to rely on such information. Certus Wealth Management recommends certain clients engage the Firm 

for additional related services and/or other professionals to implement its recommendations. Clients                                                               
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are advised that a conflict of interest exists for the Firm to recommend that clients engage the Firm to 

provide (or continue to provide) additional services for compensation, including investment 

management services. Clients retain absolute discretion over all decisions regarding implementation 

and are under no obligation to act upon any of the recommendations made by Certus Wealth 

Management under a financial planning engagement. Clients are advised that it remains their 

responsibility to promptly notify the Firm of any change in their financial situation or investment 

objectives for the purpose of reviewing, evaluating, or revising the Firm’s recommendations and/or 

services. 

Investment Management and Wealth Management Services 

Certus Wealth Management manages client investment portfolios on a discretionary or non-

discretionary basis. Discretionary investment management services allow the Firm to implement its 

recommendations without prior consent from the client. Non-discretionary investment management 

services require the Firm to obtain prior consent from the client before implementing its 

recommendations. 

Certus Wealth Management also offers clients wealth management services as part of a 

comprehensive arrangement which includes financial planning services as well as discretionary 

and/or non-discretionary management of investment portfolios. 

Certus Wealth Management primarily allocates client assets among various exchange-traded funds 

(“ETFs”) but also has the authority to invest client assets in a broad range of securities, which could 

include mutual funds, individual debt and/or equity securities. 

Where appropriate, the Firm also provides advice about any type of legacy position or other 

investment held in client portfolios. Clients can engage Certus Wealth Management to manage and/or 

advise on certain investment products that are not maintained at their primary custodian, such as 

variable life insurance and annuity contracts and assets held in employer sponsored retirement plans 

and qualified tuition plans (i.e., 529 plans). In these situations, Certus Wealth Management directs or 

recommends the allocation of client assets among the various investment options available with the 

product. These assets are generally maintained at the underwriting insurance company or the 

custodian designated by the product’s sponsor. 

Certus Wealth Management tailors its advisory services to meet the needs of its individual clients and 

seeks to ensure, on a continuous basis, that client portfolios are managed in a manner consistent with 

those needs and objectives. The Firm consults with clients on an initial and ongoing basis to assess 

their specific risk tolerance, time horizon, liquidity constraints, and other factors relevant to the 

management of their portfolios. Clients are advised to promptly notify the Firm if there are changes in 

their financial situation or if they wish to place any limitations on the management of their portfolios. 

Clients can impose reasonable restrictions or mandates on the management of their accounts if the 

Firm determines, in its sole discretion, the conditions would not materially impact the performance of 

a management strategy or prove overly burdensome to the Firm’s management efforts.       
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Retirement Plan Services 

Certus Wealth Management offers investment management services to qualified employee benefit 

plans and their fiduciaries. Such services are provided by Certus Wealth Management as a fiduciary  

under the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, as amended (“ERISA”). In accordance 

with ERISA Section 408(b)(2), each plan sponsor is provided with a written description of Certus 

Wealth Management’s fiduciary status, the specific services to be rendered, and all direct and 

indirect compensation the Firm reasonably expects under the engagement. 

State of California Required Disclosures 

Pursuant to California Code of Regulations, Certus Wealth Management hereby makes the following 

statement: a conflict exists between the interest of Certus Wealth Management and the interests of 

the client. Further, the client is under no obligation to act upon Certus Wealth Management 

recommendations, and if the client elects to act on any of the recommendations, the client is under 

no obligation to effect the transactions through Certus Wealth Management.   All material conflicts 

of interest are disclosed regarding the investment adviser, its representatives or any of its 

employees, which could be reasonably expected to impair the rendering of unbiased and objective 

advice. 

While Certus Wealth Management endeavors at all times to offer clients specialized services at 

reasonable costs, the same or different services may be offered by other firms at the same, higher, 

or lower fees.   

Wrap Fee Programs 

Certus Wealth Management does not provide services through a wrap fee program. 

Assets Under Management 

As of July 31, 2022, Certus Wealth Management manages $11,260,212 in client assets on a non-

discretionary basis and $81,919,667 in client assets on a discretionary basis for a total assets under 

management of $93,179,879.  

Item 5. Fees & Compensation 

Certus Wealth Management offers services on a fee basis, which includes fixed fees and fees based 

upon assets under management. 

Financial Planning and Consulting Fees 
Clients that are receiving financial planning services only are charged a one-time fixed fee ranging 

from $1,500 to $10,000, depending on the complexity of a client’s plan and services provided.  The 

fee for financial planning services will be billed in accordance with the agreement with the client, and 

may be billed in periodic installments until final delivery of the financial plan or otherwise fully payable 

upon delivery of the financial plan.  Actual fees charged are clearly outlined in the financial planning 

agreement and clients receive invoices reflecting the amount of the fee due and payable.  
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This service may be terminated by the client at any time with thirty days prior written notice.  The 
Firm may terminate this Agreement at any time immediately upon prior written notice to the client.   
Upon termination of this service, client will pay to the Firm any outstanding fees and the Firm will 
refund to the client any unearned fees. 

Investment Management and Wealth Management Fees 

Certus Wealth Management offers investment management and Wealth Management services for an 
annual fee based on the amount of assets under the Firm’s management based on the following 
straight tier fee schedule. 

Assets Under Management Fee Rate 

Up to $250,000 1.25% 

$250,001–$2,500,000 1.00% 

$2,500,001–$5,000,000 0.80% 

$5,000,001–$10,000,000 0.75% 

$10,000,001–$10,000,000 0.70% 

$20,000,001–$30,000,000 0.65% 

$30,000,001–$40,000,000 0.60% 

Above $40,000,000 Negotiable 

Certain legacy clients that the Firm will have may have fee arrangements that vary from the 
above schedule. 

The investment management/wealth management fee is prorated and charged quarterly in 

advance based upon the market value of the assets being managed as of the first day of the 

quarter. 

If more than $25,000 in funds are deposited into or withdrawn from an account after the inception of a 

billing period, the fee payable with respect to such assets is adjusted to reflect the interim change in 

portfolio value. 

For the initial period of an engagement, the fee is calculated on a pro-rata basis based on the number 

of days for which services are provided. In the event the advisory agreement is terminated, the fee 

for the final billing period is prorated for the number of days for which services are rendered through 

the effective date of the termination, and the unearned portion of the fee is refunded to the client, as 

appropriate. 

Additionally, for certain consulting services the Firm provides with respect to certain client holdings 

(e.g., held-away assets, accommodation accounts, alternative investments), the Firm may negotiate 

a lower fee rate that differs from the range set forth above or a waiver of all fees with respect to such 

accounts. 
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Retirement Plan Service Fees 

Certus Wealth Management charges an asset-based fee for its retirement plan investment 

management services. This fee is negotiated with the plan sponsor and is memorialized in the Advisory 

Agreement with the client. Fees based on a percentage of managed plan assets will not exceed 1.25%.  

Fees are charged quarterly in advance based on the market value of the plan assets.  The Firm will 

invoice the client directly for services.  

Notwithstanding the foregoing, Certus Wealth Management and the client may choose to negotiate an 

annual advisory fee that varies from above.  Factors upon which a different annual advisory fee may  

be based include, but are not limited to, the size and nature of the relationship, the services rendered, 

the nature and complexity of the products and investments involved, time commitments, and travel 

requirements. The advisory fee charged by the Firm will apply to all of the client’s assets under 

management, unless specifically excluded in the client agreement. Although Certus Wealth 

Management believes that its fees are competitive, clients should understand that lower fees for 

comparable services may be available from other sources and firms. 

The investment advisory agreement between Certus Wealth Management and the client may be 

terminated at will by either Certus Wealth Management or the client upon written notice.  Certus 

Wealth Management does not impose termination fees when the client terminates the investment 

advisory relationship, except when agreed upon in advance.  In the event the advisory agreement is 

terminated, the fee for the final billing period is prorated for the number of days for which services are 

rendered through the effective date of the termination, and the unearned portion of the fee is refunded 

to the client, as appropriate. 

Fee Discretion 

Certus Wealth Management may, in its sole discretion, negotiate to charge lesser fees based upon 

certain criteria, such as anticipated future earning capacity, anticipated future additional assets, dollar 

amount of assets to be managed, related accounts, account composition, pre-existing/legacy client 

relationship, account retention, and pro bono activities. 

Additional Fees and Expenses 

In addition to the advisory fees paid to Certus Wealth Management, clients also incur certain charges 

imposed by third parties, such as broker-dealers, custodians, trust companies, banks, and other 

financial institutions (collectively “Financial Institutions”). These additional charges include securities 

brokerage commissions; transaction fees; custodial fees; reporting charges; charges imposed 

directly by a mutual fund or ETF in a client’s account, as disclosed in the fund’s prospectus (e.g., 

fund management fees and other fund expenses); deferred sales charges; odd-lot differentials; 

transfer taxes; wire transfer and electronic fund fees; and other fees and taxes on brokerage 

accounts and securities transactions. The Firm’s brokerage practices are described at length in Item 

12 below. 

Neither Certus Wealth Management nor its supervised persons accept any compensation for the 

sale of securities or other investment products, including asset-based sales charges or services fees 

from the sale of mutual funds 
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Direct Fee Debit 

Clients provide the Firm with the authority to directly debit their accounts for payment of the 

investment management fees and wealth management fees. The Financial Institutions that act as 

the qualified custodian for client accounts, from which the Firm retains the authority to directly deduct 

fees, have agreed to send statements to clients not less than quarterly detailing all account 

transactions, including any amounts paid to Certus Wealth Management.  For stand-alone financial 

planning services, in certain circumstances, the Firm is authorized by the client to deduct its fees 

from other accounts managed by the Firm. In other circumstances, the Firm will directly invoice the 

client for financial planning services. 

Item 6. Performance-Based Fees & Side-by-Side Management 

Certus Wealth Management does not provide any services for a performance-based fee (i.e., a fee 
based on a share of capital gains or capital appreciation of a client’s assets) and therefore does not 
have concerns related to side-by-side management.     

Item 7. Types of Clients 

Types of Clients 

Certus Wealth Management offers investment management services to individuals (including high-
net-worth individuals), trusts and estates, and pension and profit-sharing plans. 

Minimum Account Requirements 

Certus Wealth Management does not impose a stated minimum fee or minimum portfolio value for 

starting and maintaining an investment management relationship with the Firm. 

Item 8. Methods of Analysis, Investment Strategies, & Risk of 
Investment Loss 

Investing in securities involves a risk of loss that clients should be prepared to bear. There is no 

guarantee that any specific investment or strategy will be profitable for a particular client. 

Methods of Analysis and Investment Strategies 

Certus Wealth Management’s investment methodology begins with strategic allocation of client assets. 

The strategic component is the portion of the strategy that remains static for each asset class. The 

strategic allocation aligns with the client’s overall investment objective. Where appropriate and agreed 

with the client, Certus Wealth Management will engage in tactical allocation of assets to express client 

preferences. This tactical allocation component is the segment of the strategy allowed to shift based 

on Certus Wealth Management’s investment recommendations. Adjusting these two components 

creates multiple sub-strategies that can be catered to the client’s needs. Strategies with a higher 
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tactical component are designed to be less correlated with the overall market direction, particularly 

during bear markets. 

Asset allocation is expressed principally through the use of model portfolios primarily comprised of 

ETFs sourced and recommended by Certus Wealth Management. 

Risk of Loss 

The following list of risk factors does not purport to be a complete enumeration or explanation of the 
risks involved with respect to Certus Wealth Management’s investment management activities.  

Clients should consult with their legal, tax, and other advisors before engaging the Firm to provide 
investment management services on their behalf. 

Market Risks 

Investing involves risk, including the potential loss of principal, and all investors should be   

guided accordingly. The profitability of a significant portion of Certus Wealth Management’s 

recommendations and/or investment decisions will depend to a great extent upon correctly assessing 
the future course of price movements of equity securities and other investments. In addition, 

investments can be adversely affected by financial markets and economic conditions throughout the 

world. There can be no assurance that Certus Wealth Management will be able to predict these price 
movements accurately or capitalize on any such assumptions. 

Volatility Risks 

The prices and values of investments can be highly volatile and are influenced by, among other things, 

interest rates, general economic conditions, the condition of the financial markets, the financial 

condition of the issuers of such assets, changing supply and demand relationships, and programs 
and policies of governments. 

Cash-Management Risks 

The Firm is authorized to invest some of a client’s assets temporarily in money market funds or other 

similar types of investments, during which time an advisory account may be prevented from achieving 

its investment objective. 

Equity-Related Securities and Instruments 

The Firm will take positions in common stocks of U.S. and non-U.S. issuers traded on national 
securities exchanges and over-the-counter markets. The value of equity securities varies in 

response to many factors. These factors include, without limitation, factors specific to an issuer and 

factors specific to the industry in which the issuer participates. Individual companies may report 
poor results or be negatively affected by industry and/or economic trends and developments, and 

the stock prices of such companies may suffer a decline in response. In addition, equity securities 
are subject to stock risk, which is the risk that stock prices historically rise and fall in periodic cycles. 

U.S. and non-U.S. stock markets have experienced periods of substantial price volatility in the past 
and may do so again in the future. In addition, investments in small-capitalization, mid-
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capitalization, and financially distressed companies may be subject to more abrupt or erratic price 
movements and may lack sufficient market liquidity, and these issuers often face greater business 

risks. 

Fixed Income Securities 

Fixed income securities are subject to the risk of the issuer’s or a guarantor’s inability to meet 
principal and interest payments on its obligations. Additionally, the value of fixed-income securities 

is impacted by factors such as interest rates as well as market and economic factors. 

Mutual Funds and ETFs 

An investment in a mutual fund or ETF involves risk, including the loss of principal. Mutual fund and 
ETF shareholders are necessarily subject to the risks stemming from the individual issuers of the 

fund’s underlying portfolio securities. Such shareholders are also liable for taxes on any fund level 

capital gains, as mutual funds and ETFs are required by law to distribute capital gains in the event 
they sell securities for a profit that cannot be offset by a corresponding loss.   

Shares of mutual funds are generally distributed and redeemed on an ongoing basis by the fund 

itself or a broker acting on its behalf. The trading price at which a share is transacted is equal to a 

fund’s stated daily per share net asset value (“NAV”), plus any shareholders fees (e.g., sales loads, 
purchase fees, redemption fees). The per share NAV of a mutual fund is calculated at the end of 

each business day, although the actual NAV fluctuates with intraday changes to the market value of 
the fund’s holdings. The trading prices of a mutual fund’s shares may differ significantly from the 

NAV during periods of market volatility, which may, among other factors, lead to the mutual fund’s 
shares trading at a premium or discount to actual NAV. 

Shares of ETFs are listed on securities exchanges and transacted at negotiated prices in the 

secondary market. Generally, ETF shares trade at or near their most recent NAV, which is generally 

calculated at least once daily for index-based ETFs and potentially more frequently for actively 

managed ETFs. However, certain inefficiencies may cause the shares to trade at a premium or 
discount to their pro-rata NAV. There is also no guarantee that an active secondary market for such 

shares will develop or continue to exist. Generally, an ETF only redeems shares when aggregated 
as creation units (usually 20,000 shares or more). Therefore, if a liquid secondary market ceases to 

exist for shares of a particular ETF, a shareholder may have no way to dispose of such shares. 

Management through Similarly Managed “Model” Accounts 

In general, Certus Wealth Management manages accounts through the use of similarly managed 

“model” portfolios, whereby the Firm allocates all or a portion of its clients’ assets among various 
securities on a discretionary basis using one or more of its proprietary investment strategies.  

The strategy used to manage a model portfolio may involve an above-average portfolio turnover 

that could negatively impact clients’ net after-tax gains. While the Firm seeks to ensure that clients’ 

assets are managed in a manner consistent with their individual financial situations and investment 
objectives, securities transactions effected pursuant to a model investment strategy are usually 

done without regard to a client’s individual tax ramifications. Clients should contact the Firm if they 
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experience a change in their financial situation or if they want to impose reasonable restrictions on 
the management of their accounts. 

Interest-Rate Risks 

Interest rates may fluctuate significantly, causing price volatility with respect to securities or 
instruments held by clients. 

Cybersecurity Risks 

The information and technology systems of Certus Wealth Management and key service providers to 

the Firm and its clients may be vulnerable to potential damage or interruption from computer viruses; 

network failures; computer and telecommunication failures; infiltration by unauthorized persons and 

security breaches; usage errors by their respective professionals; power outages; and catastrophic 

events such as fires, tornadoes, floods, hurricanes, and earthquakes. Although the Firm has 

implemented various measures designed to manage risks relating to these types of events, if these 

systems are compromised, become inoperable for extended periods of time, or cease to function 

properly, it may be necessary for the Firm to make a significant investment to fix or replace them and 

to seek to remedy the effect of these issues. The failure of these systems and/or of disaster recovery 

plans for any reason could cause significant interruptions in the operations of the Firm or its clients’ 

accounts and result in a failure to maintain the security, confidentiality, or privacy of sensitive data, 

including personal information. 

Item 9. Disciplinary Information 

Neither the Firm nor any member of its management has been involved in a material criminal or civil 

action in a domestic, foreign or military jurisdiction, an administrative enforcement action, or self-

regulatory organization proceeding that would reflect poorly upon the Firm’s advisory business or 

the integrity of the Firm. 

Item 10. Other Financial Industry Activities & Affiliations 

The Firm’s policies require it and its personnel to conduct business activities in a manner that avoid 

actual or potential conflicts of interest between the Firm, employees and clients, or that may 

otherwise be contrary to law. The Firm will provide disclosure to its client prior to and throughout the 

term of an engagement of any conflicts of interest which will or may reasonably compromise its 

impartiality or independence. Certus Wealth Management and its associates are engaged for fee-

only advisory services. As such, neither the Firm, management, nor its associates are registered or 

have an application pending to register as a Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA) or 

National Futures Association (NFA) introducing broker, or as a futures commission merchant, 

commodity pool operator, commodity trading advisor, or an associated person of the foregoing 

entities. Further, neither the Firm nor a member of its management is, or has a material relationship 

with any of the following types of entities:  
 broker-dealer, municipal securities dealer, or government securities dealer or broker 
 investment company or other pooled investment vehicle (including a mutual fund, closed-end 

investment company, unit investment trust, private investment company or “hedge fund,” and 
offshore fund) 
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 other investment adviser or financial planner 
 futures commission merchant, commodity pool operator, or commodity trading advisor 
 banking or thrift institution 
 accountant or accounting firm 
 lawyer or law firm 
 insurance company or agency 
 pension consultant 
 real estate broker or dealer 
 sponsor or syndicator of limited partnerships. 

Upon your request, you may be provided a referral to various professionals, such as an accountant, 

banker, insurance agent or an attorney. While these referrals are based on our best information, we 

do not guarantee the quality or adequacy of the work provided by these referred professionals. We 

do not have an agreement with or receive fees from these professionals for these informal referrals. 

Any fees charged by these other entities for their services are completely separate from fees charged 

by the Firm.  

Item 11. Code of Ethics, Participation or Interest in Client 
Transactions, & Personal Trading 

Certus Wealth Management has adopted a code of ethics in compliance with applicable securities 

laws (“Code of Ethics”) that sets forth the standards of conduct expected of its Supervised Persons. 

Certus Wealth Management’s Code of Ethics contains written policies reasonably designed to 

prevent certain unlawful practices such as the use of material nonpublic information by the Firm or 

any of its Supervised Persons and the trading by the same of securities ahead of clients in order to 

take advantage of pending orders. 

The Code of Ethics also requires certain of Certus Wealth Management’s personnel to report their 

personal securities holdings and transactions and obtain pre-approval of certain investments (e.g., 

initial public offerings, limited offerings). However, the Firm’s Supervised Persons are permitted to 

buy or sell securities that it also recommends to clients if done in a fair and equitable manner that is 

consistent with the Firm’s policies and procedures. This Code of Ethics has been established 

recognizing that some securities trade in sufficiently broad markets to permit transactions by certain 

personnel to be completed without any appreciable impact on the markets of such securities. 
Therefore, under limited circumstances, exceptions may be made to the policies stated below.

Neither Certus Wealth Management nor any related person are authorized to recommend to a client, 

or effect a transaction for a client, involving any security in which the firm or a related person has a 

material financial interest, such as in the capacity as an underwriter, advisor to the issuer, etc. 

When the Firm is engaging in or considering a transaction in any security on behalf of a client, no 

Supervised Person with access to this information may knowingly effect for themselves or for their 

immediate family (i.e., spouse, minor children, and adults living in the same household) a transaction 

in that security unless: 
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 the transaction has been completed; 

 the transaction for the Supervised Person is completed as part of a batch trade with 

clients; or 

 a decision has been made not to engage in the transaction for the client. 

These requirements are not applicable to: (i) direct obligations of the Government of the United 

States; (ii) money market instruments, bankers’ acceptances, bank certificates of deposit, 

commercial paper, repurchase agreements and other high quality short-term debt instruments; (iii) 

shares issued by money market funds; and (iv) shares issued by other unaffiliated open-end mutual 

funds. 

Clients and prospective clients may contact Certus Wealth Management to request a copy of its 

Code of Ethics. 

Item 12. Brokerage Practices 

Recommendation of Broker-Dealers and Custodians for Client Transactions 

Certus Wealth Management generally recommends that clients utilize the custody, brokerage and 

clearing services of Charles Schwab & Co, Inc. through its Schwab Advisor Services division 

(“Schwab”) or another custodian or broker-dealer as appropriate. Schwab provides Certus Wealth 

Management with access to its institutional trading and custody services, which are typically not 

available to Schwab retail investors. These services generally are available to independent 

investment advisors on an unsolicited basis, at no charge to advisors. Schwab’s services include 

brokerage services that are related to the execution of securities transactions, custody, research, 

including in the form of advice, analyses, and reports, and access to mutual funds and other 

investments that are otherwise generally available only to institutional investors or would require a 

significantly higher minimum initial investment. 

Factors which Certus Wealth Management considers in recommending Schwab or any other broker-

dealer to clients include their respective financial strength, reputation, execution, pricing, research, 

and service. Schwab enables the Firm to obtain many mutual funds without transaction charges 

and other securities at nominal transaction charges. Brokerage commissions and/or transaction 

fees charged by Schwab may be higher or lower than those charged by other Financial Institutions. 

The Firm conducts reviews to ensure that commissions paid by the firm’s clients to Schwab comply 

with the Firm’s duty to obtain “best execution.” Clients may pay commissions that are higher than 

another qualified Financial Institution might charge to effect the same transaction where the Firm 

determines that the commissions are reasonable in relation to the value of the brokerage and 

research services received. In seeking best execution, the determinative factor is not the lowest 

possible cost, but whether the transaction represents the best qualitative execution, taking into 

consideration the full range of a Financial Institution’s services, including among others, the value of 

research provided, execution capability, commission rates, and responsiveness. The Firm seeks 

competitive rates but may not necessarily obtain the lowest possible commission rates for client 

transactions. 
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Consistent with obtaining best execution, brokerage transactions are directed to Schwab or another 

broker-dealer in return for investment research products and/or other products and services that 

assist the Firm in its investment decision-making process. Such research will be used to service all 

of the Firm’s clients, but brokerage commissions paid by one client may be used to pay for research 

that is not used in managing that client’s portfolio. The receipt of investment research products and/or 

services, as well as the allocation of the benefit of such investment research products and/or 

services, poses a conflict of interest because the Firm does not have to produce or pay for the 

products or services. 

The Firm periodically and systematically reviews its policies and procedures regarding its 

recommendation of Financial Institutions in light of its duty to obtain best execution. 

Schwab’s institutional brokerage services include access to a broad range of investment products, 

execution of securities transactions, and custody of client assets. The investment products available 

through Schwab include some to which the Firm might not otherwise have access or that would 

require a significantly higher minimum initial investment by the Firm’s clients. Schwab’s services 

described in this section generally benefit clients or their account(s). 

Schwab also makes available to the Firm other products and services that benefit the Firm but may 

not directly benefit the client or the client’s account(s). These products and services assist the Firm 

in managing and administering its clients’ accounts. They include investment research, both 

Schwab’s own and that of third parties. The Firm may use this research to service all or a certain 

number of the Firm’s clients’ accounts, including accounts not maintained at Schwab. In addition to 

investment research, Schwab also makes available software and other technology that: 

 provide access to client account data (such as duplicate trade confirmations and account 

statements); 

 facilitate trade execution and allocate aggregated trade orders for multiple client 

accounts; 

 provide pricing and other market data; 

 facilitate payment of our fees from our clients’ accounts; and 

 assist with back-office functions, recordkeeping, and client reporting. 

Schwab also offers other services intended to help the Firm manage and further develop its 

business. These services include: 

 educational conferences and events; 

 technology, compliance, legal, and business consulting; 

 publications and conferences on practice management and business succession; 

 access to employee benefits providers, human capital consultants, and insurance 

providers; and 

 marketing consulting and support 

Schwab also provides the Firm access to national, regional, or Firm-specific educational events 

organized and/or sponsored by Schwab Advisor Services. Other potential benefits to the Firm could 
include occasional business entertainment of personnel of Certus Wealth Management by Schwab 
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Advisor Services personnel, including meals; invitations to sporting events, including golf 
tournaments; and other forms of entertainment, some of which may accompany educational 

opportunities. 

In certain cases, Schwab provides some of these services itself. In other cases, it will arrange for 

third-party vendors to provide the services to the Firm. Schwab may also discount or waive its fees 

for some of these services or pay all or a part of a third party’s fees. 

Schwab provides additional other financial incentives and benefits described below that benefit both 

our clients and Certus Wealth Management. 

Among other things, Schwab has agreed to reimburse clients for certain transfer fees associated 

with moving accounts to Schwab. The reimbursement is only available up to a certain amount for 

all of the Firm’s clients over a twelve-month period from the date of the signing of the agreement 

with Schwab. Such reimbursements are only available on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Schwab has also agreed to provide the Firm with up to $15,000 in credits for marketing, technology, 

consulting, or research products and services. The amount made available to the Firm is based on 

the assets that the Firm places on the Schwab platform. Schwab may discount or waive fees it would 

otherwise charge for some of these services or pay all or a part of the fees of a third party providing 

these services to Certus Wealth Management. 

While, as a fiduciary, Certus Wealth Management endeavors to act in its clients’ best interests, the 

Firm’s recommendation that clients maintain their assets in accounts at Schwab may be based in 

part on the benefit to the Firm of the availability of some of the foregoing products and services and 

other arrangements and not solely on the nature, cost, or quality of custody and brokerage services 

provided by Schwab, which creates potential conflicts of interest. Additionally, because the amount 

of financial and other support from Schwab in obtaining these services is contingent on Certus 

Wealth Management retaining a certain amount of assets on the Schwab custodial platform, the Firm 

has an incentive to recommend Schwab as a custodian for its clients. Regardless of direct or indirect 

benefits to our clients through Schwab, we strive to enhance the client’s experience, help clients 

reach their goals, and put their interests before that of our firm or its supervised persons. 

Client Referrals from Brokers 

Certus Wealth Management does not consider, in selecting or recommending broker-dealers, 

whether the Firm receives client referrals from the broker-dealer. 

Directed Brokerage 

The client, with agreement of Certus Wealth Management, may direct Certus Wealth Management 

in writing to use a particular broker-dealer to execute some or all transactions for the client. In that 

case, the client will negotiate terms and arrangements for the account with that Financial Institution 

and the Firm will not seek better execution services or prices from other Financial Institutions or be 

able to “batch” client transactions for execution through other Financial Institutions with orders for 

other accounts managed by Certus Wealth Management (as described above). As a result, the client 
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may pay higher commissions or other transaction costs, experience greater spreads, or receive less 

favorable net prices on transactions for the account than would otherwise be the case. Subject to its 

duty of best execution, Certus Wealth Management may decline a client’s request to direct brokerage 

if, in the Firm’s sole discretion, such directed brokerage arrangements would result in additional 

operational difficulties. 

Trade Aggregation 

Transactions for each client will be effected independently, unless Certus Wealth Management 
decides to purchase or sell the same securities for several clients at approximately the same time. 
Certus Wealth Management may (but is not obligated to) combine or “batch” such orders to obtain 
best execution, to negotiate more favorable commission rates or to allocate equitably among the 

Firm’s clients differences in prices and commissions or other transaction costs that might not have 
been obtained had such orders been placed independently. Under this procedure, transactions will 
be averaged as to price and allocated among Certus Wealth Management’s clients pro rata in relation 
to the purchase and sale orders placed for each client on any given day. Certus Wealth Management 
does not receive any additional compensation or remuneration as a result of the aggregation. 

Item 13. Reviews of Accounts 

Account Reviews 

Joel Van Hofwegen conducts ongoing reviews of each client’s portfolio as part of the Firm’s 

investment management services. An investment adviser representative will conduct a review of each 

client’s accounts at least annually to ensure that the Firm’s investment recommendations continue to 

be suitable for the client, given the client’s investment objectives and financial circumstances.   

Reviews may also be triggered by material market, economic or political events, or by changes in 

client's financial situations (such as retirement, termination of employment, physical move, or 

inheritance). 

Account Statements and Reports 

Clients are provided with transaction confirmation notices and regular summary account 

statements directly from the Financial Institutions where their assets are custodied. From time-to-

time or as otherwise requested, clients may also receive written or electronic reports from Certus 

Wealth Management and/or an outside service provider, which contain certain account and/or 

market-related information, such as an inventory of account holdings or account performance. 

Clients also may be granted viewing access to their account information through the Firm’s 

performance reporting system. 
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Item 14. Client Referrals & Other Compensation 

Economic Benefits Provided to the Advisory Firm from External Sources and Conflicts of 
Interest 

Please see a description of economic benefits received by the Firm in Item 12 above. 

Compensation for Client Referrals 

Certus Wealth Management does not currently compensate third parties for client referrals. 

Item 15. Custody 

Clients will receive account statements at least quarterly directly from their custodian containing 

a description of all activity, cash balances, and portfolio holdings in their account. Clients should 

carefully review the account statements from custodians for accuracy.  The Firm has custody of  

funds and securities solely as a consequence of its authority to make withdrawals from client 

accounts to pay its advisory fee.  Certus Wealth Management’s agreement with clients and/or 

the clients’ separate agreements with the custodian may authorize Certus Wealth Management 

through such custodian to debit the clients’ accounts for the amount of Certus Wealth 

Management’s fee.  Each time a fee is directly deducted from a client account, the Firm will:   
 Send the qualified custodian an invoice or statement of the amount of the fee to be deducted 

from the client's account; and 
 Send the client an invoice or statement itemizing the fee. Itemization includes the formula used 

to calculate the fee, the value of the assets under management on which the fee is based, and 
the time period covered by the fee. 

 Certus Wealth Management will notify the Commissioner in writing that the investment 
adviser intends to use the safeguards provided in this paragraph. Such notification is 
required to be given on Form ADV. 

The Firm encourages clients to review the official statements provided by the custodian, and to 

compare such statements with any reports or other statements received from Certus Wealth 

Management.   

Item 16. Investment Discretion 

Clients have the option of providing Certus Wealth Management with investment discretion on their 

behalf, pursuant to a grant of a limited power of attorney contained in Certus Wealth Management’s 

client agreement.  By granting Certus Wealth Management investment discretion, a client authorizes 

Certus Wealth Management to direct securities transactions in the account without receiving prior 

permission.  Clients may impose reasonable limitations in the form of specific constraints on any of 

these areas of discretion with the consent and written acknowledgement of Certus Wealth 

Management if Certus Wealth Management determines, in its sole discretion, that the conditions 

would not materially impact the performance of a management strategy or prove overly burdensome 

for Certus Wealth Management.   
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Item 17. Voting Client Securities (Proxy Voting) 

Certus Wealth Management does not take responsibility with respect to voting proxies on behalf of 
its clients. Proxy materials will be sent directly by the custodian to the client, and Certus Wealth 
Management will not be responsible for answering questions pertaining to the voting of proxies. 

Item 18. Financial Information 

Certus Wealth Management does not have any financial condition or impairment that would prevent 
the Firm from meeting its contractual commitments to clients. The Firm does not take physical 
custody of client funds or securities or serve as trustee or signatory for client accounts, and it does 
not require the prepayment of more than $500 in fees six or more months in advance. 

The Firm has not filed a bankruptcy petition at any time in the past ten years. 

Item 19. Requirements for State-Registered Advisers 

Joel Van Hofwegen, CFP®, CRPC®, is the President and Chief Compliance Officer of Certus 

Wealth Management. Joel Van Hofwegen has been in the financial services industry since 2001 

and with Certus Wealth Management since 2021. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree from 

Calvin College in 2001. Joel Van Hofwegen became a Certified Financial Planner (CFP®) in 2010 

and a Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor (CRPC®) in 2006. 

Certified Financial Planner (CFP®) 

Federally registered CFP (with flame design) marks (collectively, the “CFP® marks”) are professional 

certification marks granted in the United States by Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards, 

Inc. (“CFP Board”). 

The CFP® certification is a voluntary certification; no federal or state law or regulation requires 

financial planners to hold CFP® certification. It is recognized in the United States and a number of 

other countries for its (1) high standard of professional education; (2) stringent code of conduct and 

standards of practice; and (3) ethical requirements that govern professional engagements with 

clients. Currently, more than 71,000 individuals have obtained CFP® certification in the United 

States. 

To attain the right to use the CFP® marks, an individual must satisfactorily fulfill the following 

requirements: 

• Education – Complete an advanced college-level course of study addressing the financial 

planning subject areas that CFP Board’s studies have determined as necessary for the 

competent and professional delivery of financial planning services, and attain a Bachelor’s 

Degree from a regionally accredited United States college or university (or its equivalent 

from a foreign university). CFP Board’s financial planning subject areas include insurance 

planning and risk management, employee benefits planning, investment planning, income 

tax planning, retirement planning, and estate planning; 
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• Examination – Pass the comprehensive CFP® Certification Examination. The examination 

includes case studies and client scenarios designed to test one’s ability to correctly 

diagnose financial planning issues and apply one’s knowledge of financial planning to real 

world circumstances; 

• Experience – Complete at least three years of full-time financial planning-related experience 

(or the equivalent, measured as 2,000 hours per year); and 

• Ethics – Agree to be bound by CFP Board’s Standards of Professional Conduct, a set of 

documents outlining the ethical and practice standards for CFP® professionals. 

• Individuals who become certified must complete the following ongoing education and ethics 

requirements in order to maintain the right to continue to use the CFP® marks: 

• Continuing Education – Complete 30 hours of continuing education hours every two years, 

including two hours on the Code of Ethics and other parts of the Standards of Professional 

Conduct, to maintain competence and keep up with developments in the financial planning 

field; and 

• Ethics – Renew an agreement to be bound by the Standards of Professional Conduct. 

The Standards prominently require that CFP® professionals provide financial planning 

services at a fiduciary standard of care. This means CFP® professionals must provide 

financial planning services in the best interests of their clients. 

CFP® professionals who fail to comply with the above standards and requirements may be subject 

to CFP Board’s enforcement process, which could result in suspension or permanent revocation of 

their CFP® certification. 

Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor (CRPC®) 

• Education – Individuals who hold the CRPC® designation have completed a course of study 

encompassing pre-and post-retirement needs, asset management, estate planning and the 

entire retirement planning process using models and techniques from real client situations. 

The program is designed for approximately 120-150 hours of self-study. The program is 

self-paced and must be completed within one year from enrollment. 

• Examination – Individuals are required to pass an online, timed and proctored end-of-

course examination with a 70% score or higher. The examination tests the individual's ability 

to relate complex concepts and apply theoretical concepts to real-life situations. Individuals 

in the MPAS® designation program are required to complete assignments, projects, 

research, and papers, and meet all graduation requirements for the Master of Science 

degree. 

• Continuing Education - Following initial conferment of one of the College for Financial 

Planning's professional designations, authorization for continued use of the credential must 

be renewed every two years by completing 16 hours of continuing education, reaffirming 

compliance with the Standards of Professional Conduct, Terms and Conditions; and 

complying with self-disclosure requirements. The College monitors its designees' 
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compliance with the designation requirements and standards. Any alleged violations are 

subject to disciplinary procedures. 

• Discipline - Complaints against a designee may be filed by any individual using the 

Complaint Submission form found on the College's Financial Designation Resource 

website, www.cffpdesignations.com. The College for Financial Planning investigates all 

complaints and its Ethical Conduct Committee determines whether allegations are justified 

and whether the conduct warrants disciplinary action. 

• If a violation of the Standards of Professional Conduct is found, disciplinary sanctions shall 

be based on the seriousness of the situation and may include, but are not limited to: 

reprimand; suspension; or revocation. 

Please see Item 10 of this Firm Brochure for any other business in which Certus Wealth Management 

is actively engaged. The Firm does not charge performance-based fees. The Firm and Joel Van 

Hofwegen have not been involved in any arbitration awards, found liable in any civil, self-regulatory 

organization or administrative proceedings, or have any relationships with issuers or securities apart 

from what is disclosed above. 

Certus Wealth Management does not have compensation arrangements connected with               
advisory services which are in addition to our advisory fees. Joel Van Hofwegen does not have a 
relationship or arrangement with any issuer of securities. Information regarding participation of 
interest in client transactions can be found in the Code of Ethics as well as Item 11 of this Brochure. 
Clients may obtain a copy of the Code of Ethics by contacting the Firm at (650) 232-2023


